
 
Media Release 

New Production of Oliver Twist from Leeds Playhouse 
as Ramps on the Moon Spring 2020 production 

 
In Spring 2020 Leeds Playhouse will present a new adaptation of Charles Dickens’ classic tale Oliver 
Twist.  
 
Now in its fourth year of seven, Ramps on the Moon is a consortium of seven major UK theatre 
organisations committed to putting D/deaf and Disabled artists and audiences at the centre of their 
work. Each year, one of the organisations acts as the lead producing partner on a large scale, new 
theatre production featuring an integrated company of disabled and non-disabled artists, and 
championing access and diversity within the production. Previous Ramps on the Moon productions 
Our Country’s Good, The Who’s Tommy and The Government Inspector have all played at Leeds 
Playhouse. 2020 is the turn of Leeds Playhouse. 
 
This bold, brutal and beautiful new version of Oliver Twist, is being adapted by award-winning 
Yorkshire born playwright Bryony Lavery, and will be directed by Leeds Playhouse’s Associate 
Director Amy Leach.  
 
The production opens at Leeds Playhouse in Spring 2020 ahead of visiting consortium theatres New 
Wolsey Theatre Ipswich, Nottingham Playhouse, Theatre Royal Stratford East, Sheffield Theatres and 
Birmingham Rep. Graeae Theatre Company, the UK’s foremost champions of D/deaf and disabled 
artists, are also consortium partners. 
 
Director Amy Leach said “Having watched all of the previous Ramps on the Moon shows, I was 
excited to think about stories that felt highly theatrical and sensory – that would lend themselves to 
thrilling and bold visual and aural storytelling. Oliver Twist is a vivid, dark and visceral story and I am 
so excited to explore how adding artistic layers of creative sign language, audio description and 
captioning can enhance the story-telling for all audience members. Oliver Twist will give an 
integrated ensemble cast of D/deaf, disabled and non-disabled actors the opportunity to play a 
brilliantly varied range of characters and showcase a wide range of talents. I can’t wait to share 
Bryony’s very special adaptation with audiences around the country.”  
 
Writer Bryony Lavery is in the process of writing the script, with dramaturgical support from 
Graeae’s Artistic Director Jenny Sealey. 
 
Adapter Bryony Lavery said: “I've cleared my desk and I'm just about to bury myself in the country 
with the book of Oliver Twist, a fist full of wonderful old photographs of workhouses, and a notebook 
stuffed with all the brilliant ideas gleaned from the first Ramps on the Moon workshop. Led by Amy, 
attended by the theatre legend that is Jenny Sealey and a group of amazingly bendy, articulate, 
generous actors, the workshop has set me upon the road to rediscovering the text for this exciting, 
and daunting, writing task. I’m totally thrilled to be working with Leeds Playhouse and Ramps on the 
Moon on this unique project.” 



 
 
Leeds Playhouse Artistic Director James Brining said: “After having been part of Ramps on the Moon 
since the very start and having received some great shows over the last three years, we’re excited to 
be taking the lead this time. The production will build on some brilliant work which Amy Leach has 
been developing at the Playhouse and also brings Bryony Lavery back to Leeds to create another new 
Dickens adaptation. The prospect of these two terrific artists, working with a fully integrated 
company and with embedded interpretation makes the prospect of a Leeds Playhouse / Ramps on 
the Moon Oliver Twist very enticing indeed.” 

 
Born and raised in a life of poverty and misfortune, orphaned boy Oliver Twist travels to London on 
an adventure to change the path set out in front of him. There he meets the Artful Dodger and joins 
a gang of pick pockets led by the miserly Fagin, the terrifying Bill Sykes and the kind Nancy. 

 
Every performance of Oliver Twist will feature integrated creative sign language, audio description 
and captioning. The production plays in Leeds Playhouse’s Quarry theatre from 28 February – 21 
March 2020 ahead of a UK tour. 
 
Tickets are on sale to Playhouse Pass members, My Playhouse members and Patrons from Day date 
month at 10am, with tickets on general sale from 10am on day date month.  

Full cast and creative team to be announced.  
 
Oliver Twist, Quarry Theatre, Leeds Playhouse  
Fri 28 Feb – Sat 21 March 2020, Press Night Wed 4 Mar 2020 
Box office 0113 213 7700. Book online leedsplayhouse.org.uk 
 
- ENDS –  
 
28 Feb – 21 March  
Leeds Playhouse 
0113 213 7700 
www.leedsplayhouse.org.uk 
 
25 March - 4 April  
New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich 
01473 295900 
www.wolseytheatre.co.uk 
 
16 – 25 April  
Nottingham Playhouse 
011594 19419 
www.nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk 
 
29 April – 9 May 
Birmingham Rep 

http://www.leedsplayhouse.org.uk/


 
0121 236 4455 
www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 
 
13 – 23 May 
Sheffield Crucible Theatre 
0114 249 6000 
www.sheffieldtheatres.co.uk 
 
28 May – 6 June  
Theatre Royal Stratford East 
020 8534 0310 
www.stratfordeast.com 
 
www.rampsonthemoon.co.uk 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Writer Bryony Lavery was born in Wakefield and is one of the UK’s most well respected and prolific 
playwrights. She is best known for her award winning play Frozen which recently played in the West 
End featuring Suranne Jones. Bryony’s adaptation of A Christmas Carol played at Leeds Playhouse in 
2010, and she has had a long and varied career, including writing plays for the National Theatre and 
Frantic Assembly.  
 
Director Amy Leach joined Leeds Playhouse as Associate Director in 2017. She directed Hamlet, A 
Christmas Carol and Road within the theatre’s acclaimed Pop-Up Season. Previous to this she 
directed Talking Heads, Queen of Chapeltown, Romeo & Juliet, Kes, The Night Before Christmas and 
Little Sure Shot.  
Amy is committed to placing accessibility and inclusion at the centre of her work. During the Pop-Up 
Season, her production of Road included integrated live Audio Description, her production of Hamlet 
was the first Leeds Playhouse production to trial the National Theatre’s ground-breaking caption 
glasses, and Amy was instrumental in forming our partnership with Mind the Gap’s Staging Change 
initiative which encourages professional opportunities for learning disabled actors and creatives.  
In Autumn 2019, Amy will direct There Are No Beginnings by Yorkshire Writer Charley Miles, the first 
production in Leeds Playhouse's new studio theatre the Bramall Rock Void. This production will 
feature creative Audio Description at every performance. For Christmas 2019 Amy will direct The 
Night Before Christmas with every performance D/deaf friendly using integrated creative sign 
language.  
 
Leeds Playhouse opened nearly 50 years ago. It is a cultural hub, a place where people gather to tell 
and share stories and to engage in world class theatre. The Playhouse makes work which is 
pioneering and relevant, seeking out the best companies and artists to create inspirational theatre in 
the heart of Yorkshire. From large scale spectacles to intimate performance, the Playhouse develops 
and makes work for the stage, found spaces, touring, schools and community venues. As dedicated 

http://www.birmingham-rep.co.uk/


 
collaborators, Leeds Playhouse works regularly with other organisations from across the UK, and 
some of the most distinctive and original voices in theatre today.  
Through its Artistic Development programme Furnace, the Playhouse develops work with 
established practitioners and finds, nurtures and supports new voices, as well as cultivating artists by 
providing creative space for writers, directors, companies and individual theatre-makers to refine 
their practice at any stage of their career. The Playhouse’s sector-leading Creative Engagement team 
works with over 10,000 people aged 0 - 95 every year through a range of weekly workshops and 
exciting creative projects using theatre to open up possibilities, reaching out to refugee 
communities, young people, students, older people and people with learning disabilities. At the 
Playhouse there is always a way to get involved.   
 
Leeds Playhouse’s Autumn/Winter 2019 season will take place back in the redeveloped theatre 
following a £15.8 million transformation. The new building will have a new city-facing entrance, 
improved access to and around the theatre in its brand new foyer spaces, and a new studio theatre, 
the Bramall Rock Void. The full season consists of: An OPEN WEEKEND (11 – 13 October), where 
visitors will be given the opportunity to explore and rediscover the newly transformed theatre at the 
heart of Quarry Hill through a series of free events; LUNG Theatre return with award-winning 
TROJAN HORSE (3 – 5 October); Charley Miles’ pertinent new drama THERE ARE NO BEGINNINGS 
opens the Bramall Rock Void (11 October – 2 November); the club night run and for adults with 
learning disabilities BEAUTIFUL OCTOPUS CLUB (14 October) takes place in the building for the very 
first time; co-production of Hanif Kureishi’s MY BEAUTIFUL LAUNDERETTE (23 – 27 October) plays in 
the Courtyard theatre; Leeds Playhouse Youth Theatre present INFLUENCE (31 October – 2 
November) at Leeds City College; FURNACE FESTIVAL 2019 returns showcasing a weekend of works 
in progress (13 – 16 November); Inua Ellams’ critically acclaimed BARBER SHOP CHRONICLES returns 
(20 – 23 November); celebrating 80 years since the iconic film THE WIZARD OF OZ  (20 November – 
25 January) is the Playhouse’s Christmas spectacular; Leeds Playhouse presents THE NIGHT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS (30 November – 28 December); the The Egg and The Travelling Light present SNOW 
MOUSE (10 – 21 December), and the Playhouse proudly celebrates 10 years of Relaxed 
Performances this Christmas-time, pioneered at Leeds Playhouse and now adopted as standard 
practice in theatres worldwide. 
 
Rachel Marriner 
Head of Media  
Rachel.marriner@leedsplayhouse.org.uk 
0113 213 7272 
  

 

LeedsPlayhouse.org.uk 
Facebook: LeedsPlayhouse 
Twitter: LeedsPlayhouse 
Instagram: LeedsPlayhouse 
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